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Gift of Gratitude
On August 3, the Joseph Smith Sr. Family Association will celebrate the 1st miracle of the restoration with Joseph’s Miracle Run; a 5K run at This is the Place Heritage Park in Salt Lake City. The public is invited to run or donate. Proceeds will fund a scholarship in Joseph’s name to Dartmouth Medical School, founded by Dr. Nathan Smith. For more info visit: 
www.JosephsMiracleRun.com
The year 2013 marks the 200th anniversary of Joseph Smith's life-threatening typhoid fever and the experimental and successful surgery performed by Dr. Nathan Smith, founder of Dartmouth Medical School (1811). The 1813 surgery blesses Hundreds of thousands yet today. As a thank you, the Joseph Smith Sr. Family Association is working to establish a scholarship of gratitude on behalf of Dr. Nathan Smith to the Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth Medical College. 
Dr. Nathan Smith was the only physician in the United States who had the skill and ability to successfully treat Joseph's infection. His personal preparation, life's work, timing, and placement converged to allow Dr. Smith to operate on Joseph, saving his leg and his life, fully 100 years before this life-saving surgery became accepted as standard procedure.  
Dr. Smith was one of the great men of the 19th century, who worked tirelessly to improve medical education. He helped establish 4 medical institutions, including Dartmouth and Yale. At the 200th commemoration of the founding of Yale, Dr. William Henry Welch stated that Dr. Smith, “did more for the general advancement of medical and surgical practice than any of his predecessors or contemporaries in this country.”
To honor Dr. Nathan Smith, the Joseph Smith Sr. Family Association is hosting the Joseph’s Miracle Run to create a scholarship endowment in behalf of Joseph. This annual scholarship will be granted to a deserving surgical student at Dartmouth, and will be a reminder of the great good that charitable contributions like Dr. Smith's can be in the community. To join with us, or to learn more, please visit:
www.JosephsMiracleRun.com
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Nathan Smith's novel procedure was used briefly during the civil war and finally became accepted as standard practice after WWI, fully 100 years after this first surgery. He was untiring in his drive to increase medical education, helping to establish 4 medical institutions. 
He was a man of high intellect and moral qualities, of great originality and untiring energy, an accurate and keen observer, unfettered by traditions and theory; fearless and above all blessed with an uncommon fund of plain common sense.” 
Dr. Smith not only had a great influence on American medicine but a profound effect on the future prophet who restored The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. In a sense, Dr. Smith has touched all of our lives.
Prior to the 1920s, approximately 35,000 US inhabitants died each year from typhoid fever. For severe cases, such as the one experienced by Joseph Smith, involving localized bone infection and tissue decay (“necrotic osteomyelitis”), amputation was the standard cure. 
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